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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
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SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Single copies . 
History 40 
Complete set $2.25 


The Kingdom of God 


Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


e The “Kingdom of God’ occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


@ Jesus taught his disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


e@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
® How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy 10 
One dozen copies 1.00 
100 copies 5.00 


What Does the Bible 
Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 

What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 

Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 

As a representative of true Bible teach- 


ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 





Thanks for Free Book 


Dear Sir: 

I thank you kindly for your free copy of 
“The Coming of Jesus and Elijah” and 
“The Great Battle of Armageddon.” 

It is a blessing to learn of an organi- 
zation such as yours. The booklet was re- 
ceived yesterday and I can not tell you how 
happy I am to know the truth about God’s 
Holy Word. 

Thank you so very much. 

Indianapolis, Ind. Mrs. N. R. B. 


Fortified 


Dear Sister, 

Received with joy the lovely card and 
its message of kind thoughts from you to 
me. The mail is one of our greatest bless- 
ings today. It helps to bridge the distances 
between God’s people for the edifying of 
the body of Christ. 

It is not altogether the physical health 
that we, the children of God are interested 
in but the inner man, our thought-life. Do 
we keep it as clean from the microbes of 
sin as we try to keep the natural micro- 
scopical elements from getting into our 
natural blood stream? If we are accom- 
plishing this day by day, our yoke is as 
easy as Jesus said it would be. 

We are on dangerous ground if we nego- 
tiate with our enemy, self, and any small 
appeasement. For he then has the ground 
from which to launch a crippling attack. 

We need a four-square fort: Fort-strong 
intentions, Fort-courage to carry them out; 
Fort-brave to face the enemy’s attacks, and 
Fort-itude to hold our Fort-of-words from 
God’s commands provided us. 

With fortified strength coming from God, 
the persistent exercise of a little extra 
effort on our part is one of the most 
powerful forces contributing toward our 
success for the world to come, in which we 
all should want to live. That life is eternal 
with no bars to a happy, wholesome exist- 
ence, and it is ours for eternity! 

If man fully realized what little extra 
effort would do for him, he would be found 
adding an extra lift to his soul daily, for 
happy is the man who “takes heed to him- 
self.” 


Detroit, Mich. Mrs. L. W. 
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A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 


Price per single issue 25 cents 


Its Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 
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The Four Living Creatures 


IFE AND ACTION are qualities synonymous with 
L the mighty Ruler of the universe. He has life within 
Himself and recognizes no other condition. His is 
a throbbing, vibrant, abundant life. And He loves life 
above all else. But to Him the life of a child of His is de- 
termined more by that person’s fitness to ultimately merit 
immortal life, than by whether or not the breath of mortal- 
ity still resides in the clay frame. Jesus, when discoursing 
on the resurrection of the dead, said: “Now that the dead 
are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when he call- 
eth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, but 
of the living: for all live unto him” (Luke 20: 37, 38). 
Those men whose names were specifically mentioned had 
been sleeping in death for centuries, yet to God they 
were still alive. If our names are enrolled in His ‘“‘book of 
remembrance” a short sleep in death is not counted as 
a cessation of life any more than we would consider a 
friend dead because he sleeps soundly for three or four 
hours during the night. 

In this discourse we wish to direct your minds to the 
“beasts” or “living creatures” of Revelation seventh 
chapter. The first chapter of Revelation assures us that 
the contents of that book are the words of Jesus which 
He received from His Father. Jesus Himself sent this 
message by the hand of an angel to His servant John who 
was exiled on the Isle of Patmos. It was Jesus’ last mes- 
sage to mankind. 

In Rev. 3:21 we find a promise which fits in accu- 
rately with what Jesus promises in Revelation 7. “To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father 
in His throne.” Christ rose from the dead gaining a com- 
plete victory over death and the grave, and is now seated 
with His Father. He promises that everyone who over- 
comes will be granted to sit with Him in power. He is 
talking of the future age. When Christ comes, the present 
heaven and earth, the existing ruling powers, will pass 
away. Christ is coming to take the reins of government 
into His own hands and will rule in righteousness. Then 
in the last verse of Rev. 3, He adds: “He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” 

Now chapter 4: 1 continues: “After this I looked, and, 
behold, a door was opened in heaven.” John was given an 
insight into things to come, a glimpse of the new heavens 
that will come into being after Christ returns to earth. 
He is coming to take the reins of power, to become 
supreme Ruler upon earth, to establish a heavenly regime 
among men. “A door was opened in heaven: and the first 
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking 
with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show 
thee things which must be hereafter.” A door opened up- 
ward. Oh, He is going to show us what is to come here- 
after. 

The voice said, “Come up.” John had to ascend, rise to an 
elevated place. Whenever God calls us it is to come up 
higher, to rise above the fleeting things of earth. Verse 
2 carries us forward to the time when these scenes should 


be enacted. “And immediately I was in the Spirit.” He 
was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, carried forward in 
vision to that wonderful thousand-year day of rest. “Be- 
hold, a throne was set in heaven, [above all worldly 
authority] and one sat on the throne.” Jesus had just 
told John that He would come and sit on His throne. He 
told him: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
set down with my Father in his throne” (3: 21). 

Now verse 4 reads: “And round about the throne were 
four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and 
twenty elders.” When Christ comes and sits on His 
throne all the faithful of the six thousand years will be 
seated there with Him. We learned this feature from ch. 
3:21. But why is it said to be “four and twenty elders”? 
We shall find that is a representative number, repre- 
senting all the faithful. We learn from I Chron. 24: 1— 
18, and chapter 25, that King David appointed four and 
twenty elders in the order of the priesthood, and also in 
the singers for the Lord’s service. As these “orders,” 
twenty-four each, represented the whole body of the peo- 
ple, so the twenty-four elders seated around the throne 
represented all who, up to the time of Christ’s second 
coming, had made themselves worthy of salvation. There- 
fore we read in Rev. 4: 4, “I saw four and twenty elders 
sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their 
heads crowns of gold.” These crowns represent the crown 
of life promised to the faithful. 

Verse 5 further describes the events associated with 
Christ’s ascension to power over the earth. “And out of 
the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and 
voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before 
the throne, which are the seven spirits of God.” Ah, a 
tempest is coming; God’s judgments are coming. After 
Christ comes, before the world will submit, a mighty 
storm must rage. Isaiah the Prophet foretold this stormy 
period with these words: “Woe to the multitude of many 
people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and 
to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the 
rushing of mighty waters! The nations shall rush like the 
rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and 
they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff 
of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing 
before the whirwind” (Isa. 17: 13, 14). 

We also read: “There were seven lamps of fire burning 
before the throne.” Fire represents the judgments of 
God. These symbols are used to depict the judgments of 
God that are coming upon the earth. 

Now in verse 6 another feature of the plan for world 
Christianization is projected: “And before the throne 
was a sea of glass like unto crystal.” Christ and the 
saints are represented in this vision or revelation as meting 
out God’s judgments. Before them is a sea of glass. 
Why is it said to be glass? Because glass is transparent. 
“Sea,” in scriptural phraseology, sometimes denotes peo- 
ples and nations. For example, Rev. 17:15: “And he 
saith unto me, the waters which thou sawest, where the 
whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and tongues.” 
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They are represented as a sea of glass because Christ and 
His saints will have the power to read the thoughts and 
intents of their hearts. There will be no chance to dis- 
semble ’neath Christ’s all searching eye. All things will 
be “naked and open” to the new rulers of earth desig- 
nated as the four living creatures. 

It will not be then as it is with us now. We have to 
wait to see what men and women will do and judge them 
accordingly. During Jesus’ ministry He had that power 
to read the heart in a limited way. It was said of Him: 
“And needed not that any should testify of man: for he 
knew what was in man” (John 2: 25). Back in the Apos- 
tolic Age they could read the thoughts for they had Holy 
Spirit power. Peter employed this plan in the case of 
Ananias and Sapphira when they lied to him, saying they 
had sold the land for less than they had sold it for. So 
in the future age Christ and the 144,000 can read the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. That is why here in 
Rev. 4:6 it is called a “sea of glass.” “And before the 
throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in 
the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were 
four beasts full of eyes before and behind.” The newer 
translations of this text are better, they speak of “four 
living creatures” rather than “four beasts.” That harmo- 
nizes with the translation in Ezekiel 1. Moffatt’s Trans- 
lation reads: “Also in front of the throne there is like a 
sea of glass, resembling crystal. And on each side of the 
throne, all round it, four living Creatures full of eyes 
inside and outside.” That agrees perfectly with the lan- 
guage used in Ezekiel, “four living creatures.” 

Now the feature of the eyes before and behind is meant 
to impress the same lesson as the “sea of glass.” These 
four living creatures are fully alert to all the true facts, 
nothing can be hidden from them, they cannot be de- 
ceived, These living creatures will have eyes before and 
behind, they can read the thoughts and intents of the 
heart or mind, and perceive the most carefully concealed 
motives. But it is for us to turn our hearts inside out 
now so that all our evils can be seen; only then shall we 
be worthy to be a part of those living creatures with eyes 
before and behind. 


The Significance of the Living Creatures 


Now let us get a picture of these four “beasts” or 
“living creatures.” Verse seven in Moffatt’s Translation 
reads: “The first living Creature resembling a lion, the 
the second living Creature resembling an ox, the third 
living Creature with a face like man’s, the fourth living 
Creature like a flying eagle.” When we study Ezekiel I 
we will perceive the similarity between Ezekiel’s vision 
and what John visioned while on Patmos. The word 
“creature” is defined as: “Beings of sublime and celestial 
nature. They live like God. Those who are alive as op- 
posed to the dead.” They are living creatures. These four 
living creatures represent the faithful who will reign 
with Jesus, the same as the four and twenty elders. 

But why is the numeral 4 employed to designate these 
beasts? In Daniel’s vision (Dan. 7) the kingdoms of men 
which should appear upon the world-stage were to be 
four in number, and they were designated as “beasts.” 
The first world empire was Babylon, the second, Media- 
Persia, the third, Greece, and the fourth was the Roman 
Empire, including its broken fragments, and the ecclesi- 
astical empire that grew out of it. All of the faithful, 
making up those “living creatures,” have been taken out 


of the divisions of the four world empires. In plain 
words, they are called “fowr living creatures,” because 
taken out of humanity. Now the definitions of the word 
“living” are revealing: “To live; to live again; to revive; 
living beings; immortal life.” 

“To live again” means much more than just this life. 
John, in this vision, this revelation which he received 
from Jesus, carries us down to the time when we shall 
live again. Oh, we shall recover health in that immortal 
state! “For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality” (I Cor. 15: 
53). The term “living” does not refer merely to mortal 
life which is but a “vapor that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away” (Jas. 4:14). The faithful are 
called back to the plane of mortality to receive incor- 
ruptibility. That is a glorious hope. They are living 
creatures, which signifies to live; to live again; to revive; 
to be given immortal] life. 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Daniel, Sarah, Deborah, Paul, 
and all the faithful of the six thousand-year day of salva- 
tion, will be restored to life. That is why they are called 
“living creatures,” they are restored to life, to live for- 
ever. And they are called fow because they have been 
taken out of the four kingdoms or divisions of earth- 
borns. 


The Similarity Between Ezekiel I and Revelation 4 


Ezekiel lists the four faces of the “living creatures” 
as, the face of a “man,” of a “lion,” of an “ox,” and of an 
“eagle.” Revelation 4: 7 lists them in the following order: 
a “lion,” a “calf,” or “ox,” (Moffatt’s Translation em- 
ploys the term “ox”), a “man,” an “eagle.” The living 
creatures have the same qualities in each instance, there 
is only a slight difference in their arrangement. Revela- 
tion describes these four “living creatures” as each 
having one face, each face representing a quality indis- 
pensable to the living creature which God will save. 
Ezekiel pictures them as having four faces each, but the 
effect is the same in either case. All worthy Christians 
who will become joint-heirs with Christ in the future 
arrangement of things when He sets up His kingdom on 
earth are a part of these living creatures, and must 
possess these four vital characteristics: courage, endur- 
ance, intellectual insight, and the ability to fly. 

Let us analyze the qualities represented by the four 
faces of the living creatures listed in Revelation 4, and see 
if they can be made to express the aforementioned moral 
attainments. The first likeness is the face of a lion. The 
lion has strength, he has the courage to attack his prey, 
he has speed, he is alert to danger. The way of the life- 
seeker also is hazardous. The life of the new man is 
always in jeopardy and can be safeguarded only by 
courage and vigilance. It is the Christian’s lot to have to 
fight his way into the kingdom, to be active and alert. 
Said Jesus: “these eager souls are storming their way 
into the kingdom” (Matt. 11:12). 

The simile of the “ox” is also fitting. The ox has 
strength, And if we would fit ourselves to reign with 
Jesus we also need strength. The journey from human 
imperfection to godliness, is long, the road is rough, and 
is all uphill. Without strength one could never make such 
a journey. Again the ox is noted for his physical endur- 
ance, It is said that when the venturesome pioneers 
crossed the plains with their covered wagons drawn by 
ox teams, it was very unusual to hear of an ox dying 
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along the way. Likewise the Christian needs endurance 
to keep pressing on and on however long the journey may 
be, and never grow weary in well doing. 

The third living creature had the face of a man, de- 
noting the mental qualities of a human being: intellectual 
insight, the powers of reason, reflection, and decision. 
And it especially indicates those human beings who 
through use, through practice, have added to their natural 
acumen the super-quality of exercised senses, whereby 
they can judge between right and wrong from God’s 
point of view. 

The face of the eagle has a double aspect. The eagle 
soars. Its habitat is the high elevations of the mountain- 
side, the top of the highest trees. With the aid of its 
powerful wings it delights to soar thousands of feet above 
the earth’s surface. The Christian likewise seeks the 
higher altitudes of godly living. His affections are set 
on things above where Christ sits at the right hand of 
God, and not on things on the earth. His aim is higher 
ground. He wants to live above the world. Though evil 
darts at him may be hurled, his constant aim is higher 
ground. 

And some blessed day he shall reap the reward for this 
selectiveness. He shall be privileged to actually mount up 
with wings—or power-—-as eagles, to run and not be 
weary, walk and not faint. You will recall that Rev. 4:7 
lists the face of a “flying eagle.” Not an eagle in repose, 
not an eagle perched on the edge of its eyrie, but on the 
wing. A “flying eagle” denotes action. Every member of 
that holy community of saints described as the “four 
living creatures” will be given the power to move with 
the freedom of the wind. They shall become space travel- 
lers in the fullest sense of the word, with the ability to 
navigate the starry heavens and visit the farthest reaches 
of God’s infinite universe. They will be introduced to the 
realities of space travel with all the dangers removed. 


* * * * * 


Otoving ‘Memories 


E POSSESS many treasures that no longer have 
an existence anywhere but in our memories. The 
little by-path with its tangle of wild roses has 

changed to a paved street; the old home has given place 
to a shop with glaring front; the little group that used 
to gather round the table for a chapter from the Bible 
and family prayer are scattered and some passed from 
sight; but the memory still remains. 

Few of us prize, as we should, God’s great gift of 
memory, or realize what a means of enrichment it is in- 
tended to be. Whether we will it or not, we are contin- 
ually storing it with supplies for our future. Every 
happy hour leaves its picture, its impress on the mind; 
every unworthy deed its blot. Is it not worth while to 
think of this in our busy, crowded days, and so determine 
and choose what we will carry forward with us into the 
years ahead? 

“Beautiful thoughts make beautiful lives, 
And every word and deed 

Lie in the thought that prompted it, 
As the flowers lie in the seed.” 


Holding To The Task 


ERY OFTEN hard work, diligently and persistently 

\V performed, brings crowning success to men in 

any field of endeavor. We hear it said that any- 
thing received with little or no effort is not valued nearly 
so much as something won by labor and perseverance. 
From the private enterprise to the various life’s inter- 
ests, many hours of study, research, and application of 
brain and muscle are required to bring the desired or the 
final touch to an experiment or an undertaking. Many 
and worthwhile are the benefits derived because someone 
willingly applied himself to a task seen as yet future but 
pessessing values that will eventually be of advantage 
to one’s self and others. 

Because mankind has turned away from light to dark- 
ness, has preferred fables to truth, religiously speaking, 
they have slumped to inactivity, shifting their own re- 
sponsibilities to one Man. “Jesus did it all,” they decided, 
and the daily sacrifice ceased. Spiritual inaction is so 
prevalent, that if you were to arouse an interest, enmity 
would be the fruit of your trouble. 

Our Lord was quick to obey and do His Fathers will. 
He worked with unequaled will and zeal. The law of His 
God was His daily portion, His meat, His drink. Every- 
where He went, in the midst of friends or foes, His exam- 
ple spoke volumes of how well He held to the task, giving 
God the praise and the glory that through Him they 
might believe and do. He sanctified Himself first for 
others to follow. The truly honest, witnessing His life’s 
last dutiful act, could not help but say, “Indeed this was 
the Son of God.” 

In all ages, past and present, there have been a few 
spiritual-minded persons who have separated themselves 
from the throngs, to put their whole being to the gigantic 
and unique task of conquering self. They felt it would be 
worth their time to copy Jesus, to take up their cross and 
follow Him. No more is the non-satisfying pursuit of the 
temporal their sole objective. There is a new and heaven- 
ly vision to be sought. They agree to a lifetime of pains- 
taking effort of bettering self, to the exclusion of all 
earthly aspirations. To them every day the gospel must 
work effectually, giving proof of what it can do; what 
joy, what hope it can instill in the otherwise ordinary 
routines. The ordinary takes on the extraordinary; the 
lower is exchanged for the higher; the aimless becomes 
the purposeful; the weak becomes strong. The once rest- 
less spirit, torn and weary, without pilot or course, is 
harnessed to Divine power, heading toward ultimate 
achievement, moral excellence. How gratifying the toil 
of love becomes when the flaming fire of enthusiasm 
kindles our souls for righteousness’ sake! The dignity of 
the calling is all-consuming, all-demanding. Nothing short 
of entire consecration must do. 

The heart of man, the center of all activity good or 
bad, must undergo a drastic change, for from within out 
of the heart come “the issues of life.’ The downward 
trend will have to be lifted up, banishing the embryo 
thoughts that are the cause of all actions—lest they ger- 
minate and grow into transgression against God. 

The refining law of Truth, pressed into daily applica- 
tion, will result in a tremendous change. The Divine mind 
cannot agree with the carnal, neither will it, therefore, 
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“flesh will strive against the spirit and spirit against 
flesh.” Either one must pave the way for the other. Only 
as we strive continuously, replenishing the thinking sys- 
tem with true and honest thought material, will the 
motivating powers within turn the right into practical 
habits without. 

It is now in our power to make the most of our calling 
in God by becoming wholly animated to yield only the 
most acceptable offering. We can serve Him best by 
humbly and joyfully removing “every thought that exalt- 
eth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

The countless obstructions we encounter in the work- 
ing out of our salvation should be considered an advan- 
tage as they are the means to sharpen the zeal to serve 
God more perfectly. 

Everyone received into the fold of the Lord is purified 
of every carnal instinct, not only once but repeatedly till 
the Father is well-pleased with an acceptable conduct. 

Let us ask ourselves the question, Are we able to “hold 
to the task,” and if so, why not plunge deeper into the 
work? Surely we must have applied the law and con- 
quered some of the rough places. Must we be satisfied 
with only a portion of the work done? Most certainly not. 
The energetic, relentless workers do not bemoan their 
fate, for well they know God selects His material from 
every field in life and shapes the unsightly forms into 
true men and women. In turn, in the Day of Inspection, 
the man created in the image of God will be given the 
reigns of the world, filling the earth with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

What great and lasting pleasures await the faithful 
who cling to God’s Truth with unswerving devotion! 
“They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of 
thy house and thou shalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleasures.” 





“Tl Wrote Upon The Sand” 


A pearly shell was in my hand. 
Alone I walked the ocean strand. 

I stoop’d and wrote upon the sand 
My name—the year—the day. 
As onward from the spot I pass’d, 

One lingering look behind I cast; 
A wave came rolling high and fast, 
And washed my lines away. 


And so, methought ’twill shortly be 

With every mark on earth from me; 

A wave of dark oblivious sea 
Will sweep across the place 

Where I have trod the sandy shore 

Of time, and been to be no more, 

Of me—my day—the name I bore— 
To leave nor track nor trace. 

And yet with Him Who counts the sands, 

And holds the waters in His hands, 

I know a lasting record stands 
Inscribed against my name, 

Of all this mortal part has wrought, 

Of all this thinking soul has thought, 

And from these fleeting moments caught, 
For glory or for shame. —Sel. 


Wisdom’s Call. 


When amid the swiftly passing scenes we stop to look 
at our individual progress and face the facts squarely of 
what we have accomplished and what yet remains to be 
accomplished, we find the greatest progress has been 
made at times when we pursued our goal with our whole 
heart. 

It seems too great, too good, that we, in our lowly 
estate should have been called out of the darkness which 
envelops earth’s millions and have been given the chance 
to accept the challenge of this high calling to bring our 
lives into subjection to God’s law. 

The Word of God speaks a challenge to every noble 
feeling, every lofty ambition, all the latent intellect, all 
the physical power that lies within us. It is the call of 
Wisdom. Her hands are extended—and they are not 
empty hands! “Length of days is in her right hand; and 
in her left hand riches and honor” (Prov. 3:16). What 
more could we desire? With this prospect, life takes on a 
different meaning. The hopes, the ambitions and pleas- 
ures of the present lose their significance. Life assumes 
new purpose, at once becomes rich with opportunity 
though it is but a single opportunity—an opportunity to 
get ready to live! 
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Reading The Bible 


It is one thing to read the Bible through, 
Another thing to read to learn and do. 

Some read it as their duty once a week, 

But no instruction from the Bible seek. 

Some read to bring themselves into repute 

By showing others how they can dispute. 
While others read because their neighbors do, 
To see how long ’twill take to read it through. 
Some read it for the wonders that are there, 
How David killed a lion and a bear. 

While others read it with uncommon care, 
Hoping to find some contradictions there. 
One reads with father’s “specs” upon his head 
And sees the things just as his father said. 
Some read to prove a pre-adopted creed, 
Hence understand but little what they read. 
For every passage in the Book they bend 
To make it suit that all important end. 
Some people read as I have often thought, 
To teach the Book instead of being taught. 
So many people in these latter days 

Have read the Bible in so many ways, 

That few can tell which system is the best 

For every party contradicts the rest. 

But read it prayerfully and you will see 
Although men contradict, God’s Words agree. 
For what the early Bible prophets wrote, 

We find that Christ and His apostles quote. 
So trust no creed that trembles to recall 

What has been penned by one and verified by all. 
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“As Poor, Yet Making Many Rich” 


his sufferings, his work, and his accomplish- 

ments in the ministry, the Apostle Paul says, 
“But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers 
of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in 
distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in 
labors, in watchings, in fastings;”. . .or quoting from Dr. 
Moffatt’s translation: “I prove myself at all points a 
true minister of God, by great endurance, by suffering, 
by troubles, by calamities, by lashes, by imprisonment ; 
mobbed, toiling, sleepless, starving, . . .as dying but here 
I am alive, chastened but not killed, grieved but always 
glad, a pauper but the means of wealth to many,” or as 
the King James version says, “as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” 

Yes, Paul was a poor man, for he found it necessary to 
labor with his own hands at his humble trade of tent 
maker, that he might help others, as well as maintain 
himself. Yet with all his poverty he has made more peo- 
ple rich than any millionaire of earth. But he could 
make others rich only in the things in which he himself 
was rich. 

Now let us learn of the many things in which Paul was 
rich. 

When the great Light shone upon his pathway and the 
Voice spoke to him on the way to Damascus, he asked the 
question, “What wilt thou have me to do?” Upon being 
told what he must do, he was immediately obedient to the 
heavenly vision. Right then and there he began selling out 
his all, his own ways and thoughts, his aims and aspira- 
tions. Yes, he sold all to the Lord and bought the pearl 
of great price, the wisdom of God, that of which it is said, 
“her merchandise is better than the merchandise of sil- 
ver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more pre- 
cious than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are 
not to be compared unto her.” 

Why is this wisdom so valuable? Because it gives what 
no amount of worldly riches could possibly give: “Length 
of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches 
and honor.” Just think of such a legacy! Who could ask 
for more? 

The very things for which men have toiled and strug- 
gled all through the ages, but how few, how very few, 
ever attained their goal. Not only riches, honor and long 
life, but “her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace.” With the present condition of the world, 
is there a soul who would not like to walk in safe and 
peaceful paths? But listen further: “She is a tree of life 
to them that lay hold upon her, and happy is every one 
that retaineth her.” Riches, honor, long life and happi- 
ness! Are not these true riches? Was not Paul far richer 
when in possession of all these than he ever could have 
been when following his own ways? 

According to the natural mind this is considered a 
great privilege. To do just as one pleases is called liberty, 
freedom; and men will fight and even die for what they 
call their liberty. 

When Paul comprehended the vast storehouse of wealth 
which this wisdom of God opened up to him, he was 
caused to exclaim, “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 


W ons to his Corinthian brethren concerning 


judgments, and his ways past finding out!” Then by 
preaching and teaching he began to distribute his won- 
derful wealth to others, carrying the glorious Light he 
had received to a world in darkness; and it has reached 
even to us through his fourteen epistles written to the 
different churches he founded. So we may share this 
wealth any time we sit down and read the Blessed Vol- 
ume, 

Paul was among those grand characters who were rich 
in faith. What else could have made him say, “For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Did not his whole life testify 
to the fact that this was true? 

Being rich in faith, the result was, he became rich in 
good works, for “faith without works is dead, being 
alone,” and if Paul demonstrated any one principle more 
than another in his life it was in showing his faith by his 
works. 

The gospel of contentment which he preached and which 
has been written for our learning, if practiced is a most 
prolific and satisfying source of spiritual riches. What 
comfort we experience when contented with our lot! 
“Godliness with contentment is great gain, .. .and having 
food and raiment let us be therewith content.” So let us 
practice godliness, as that is what brings the gain; and 
if not gaining we shall never become rich. 

Writing to his Hebrew brethren, Paul says, “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” If we are content, our con- 
versation will tell, for “out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” It will show if we have harbored that 
abominable trait, covetousness. Perhaps we see others 
enjoying what we would like to have, and covetousness 
creeps in and breeds discontent. Paul knew how to con- 
nect things to show cause and effect, did he not? 

If we practice to be content with our lot, we shall be 
following Paul’s example. In Phil. 4:11 he says, “I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 
I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: 
everywhere and in all things I am instructed both to be 
full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.” 
This state of mind is true riches. The contented mind will 
enable us to realize that the whole disposing of the true 
Christian’s life is of the great and everlasting God. Be- 
lieving this with all our heart, we shall find so many things 
to rejoice in and be thankful for we shall forget to be dis- 
contented; for we are assured that “all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.” But to show that 
we love God we must enter into His service with our 
whole heart and in love faithfully keep His command- 
ments. 

This godly contentment gives us adjusting power over 
our lives, the ability to adapt ourselves to circumstances. 
This in its happiest sense is to adjust our lives fully to 
God’s plan and ways. Only by this adaptability can one 
find happiness even in this life. Unhappy indeed is the 
man who allows his life to run in such a rut that if forced 
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out of it by circumstances it upsets his whole mental 
equilibrium. 

Paul sets us a grand example in this too, as well as in 
other things. He says at one time,—and this in his old 
age—“And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Je- 
rusalem, not knowing the things that befall me there; 
save that the Holy Spirit witnesseth in every city saying 
that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto my- 
self, so that I might finish my course with joy.” His 
whole life showed that he “esteemed the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.” 

In the face of bonds and afflictions on every hand he 
could exclaim, “Wherever I go, thank God, he makes my 
life a constant pageant of triumph in Christ, diffusing the 
perfume of his knowledge everywhere by me. I live for 
God as the fragrance of Christ breathed alike on those 
who are being saved and on those who are perishing, to 
the one a deadly fragrance that makes for death, to the 
other a vital fragrance that makes for life.” Such an out- 
look as this on life is true riches indeed. 

Do we realize the value of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ? Do we feel in our very heart that if all else were 
taken from us we would still be rich in the possession of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God? And do you not know, 
brethren and sisters, that if we are faithful in the use 
of that which is now committed to our care, in the future 
we shall have wealth such as eye hath not seen nor ear 
heard, nor hath been conceived in the heart of man? Yes, 
we are promised that it will be “exceeding abundantly 
above all we can ask or think.” 

Since we are of the great number made rich through 
the work of a noble Paul, let us give of our abundant 
store to others; not grudgingly, nor of necessity, for God 
“loveth a cheerful giver.” And let us remember that by thus 
doing we too can diffuse the perfume of His knowledge 
abroad and help to make others rich, that they with us 
may share in the greater future inheritance. 


. . . . . . . . 


Some one said “I saw a robin in distress.” Making its first 
try at flying, he landed in a little enclosure around a plant. 
The chicken wire was a foot high. The robin beat himself 
against the wire, vainly looking for a hole for escape (foolish 
bird). Why did he not use his wings to fly over that little 
fence? Then I applied the situation to myself (foolish little 
me ). How often I have looked for a way out of my troubles 
when God has provided me wings of faith to rise above them. 
We do not know what te do with life, yet desire another 
which will be eternal. Our God will be our guide, even to 
the end (Ps. 48: 14). 

It is a great thing to know, if we are worthy, that God is 
our Friend. 


— 
Trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less 


smoke, and carry it in front so that your shadow will fall 
behind you. 





If a man is unhappy, this must be his own fault; for 
God made him to be happy. 


[ flim He Jew 


OR A MAN to identify himself as a Jew, may on the 
F surface, seem a harmless assertion, but there have 

been times when if all the circumstances were taken 
into consideration, a question of life or death could have 
been involved. Such a time was when the king of Persia 
had promoted Haman above all the princes in his realm, 
and the servants were requested to reverence him and bow 
in submission to his will. They all were willing to comply 
except—Mordecai. He was an official at the palace gate 
and was a descendant of the tribe of Benjamin. When 
his associates perceived that he sternly refused to bow 
before Haman, they began to reproach him daily in the 
gate, and they probably said, “Friend, consider well what 
you are doing. Remember, it is not Haman merely, but 
the king also that you offend. Is it wise, then, for you to 
peril your position and your life upon a question of mere 
obeisance? It is extremely dangerous for you not to do 
homage to so great a prince, And besides, if you will not 
bow with us, then you will have to suffer alone.” But 
none of their talk moved him, and all he said was to tell 
them plainly that he was a Jew. 

His words were few and simple, but from a man of 
Mordecai’s moral caliber they carried much weight. First 
of all he, being a Jew, owed allegiance to the one and 
only true God of his forefathers to whom were left com- 
mandments and precepts to be obeyed, among which was 
the command not to make any graven image or any 
likeness of anything in the heaven or earth. . .nor to bow 
down themselves to them, nor serve them. No doubt 
Mordecai’s refusal to bow before Haman arose from his 
strict adherence to these commands, as if such salutation 
as was practiced in Persia were akin to idolatry. He also 
may have refused from an unwillingness as a Jew to bow 
before an Amalekite. 

To Mordecai, his religion was a glorious reality, some- 
thing to live and die for, and he was grimly determined 
to remain steadfast to his faith. Here was a supreme test 
rather suddenly thrust upon him, but he never wavered 
nor hestitated to meet the challenge. A weaker person 
under such a trial would at once consider the line of least 
resistance: A littlhe—just one grain of incense would 
appease the enemy—one slight bow performed quickly, 
was all that was required, and no harm would come from 
such a little act, and he would be secure. Only the 
strongest character when coming to grips with such a 
serious decision, could resist the reasoning of the weak- 
ling. Mordecai was unquestionably of the strong type for 
he was determined to be thorough in his allegiance to 
God, and the source of his strength came from his un- 
bounded faith in God. 

Abraham was called the father of the faithful and he 
earned his title; but he met and talked with an angel 
who told him exactly what to do. In his supreme test a 
divine messenger commanded him to sacrifice his son 
Isaac and he was advised where, when and how to make 
the offering. He was directed every step of the way. If 
there were any question as to unrighteousness in the 
slaying of his son, he was free from that responsibility, 
for he was obeying a command that came directly from 
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on High. It was a command that tested his courage, faith 
and obedience, and because he possessed those qualities 
he won the victory. 

Far more difficult to solve were the problems sur- 
rounding the test to which Mordecai was subjected. 
There is nothing in the record to indicate that he had 
the opportunity to counsel with an angel, prophet or any- 
one else sent from God. Not only was one life involved 
as in the case of Isaac, but the whole Jewish race 
throughout the kingdom, thousands of lives were threat- 
ened with destruction because of his refusal to bow 
before Haman. One can hardly realize the awful burden 
of responsibility that must have weighed heavily upon 
the conscience of Mordecai! Well did he know and realize 
that it was only because of his own acts, even though 
righteous, that a whole nation was threatened with ex- 
tinction! The problem seemed too great for a devout, 
conscientious man, such as Mordecai to bear alone. But 
he was not entirely alone! 

Of all the notable persons he came in contact with 
daily, there was only one with whom he could counsel— 
his cousin Esther, the newly appointed queen, but she 
was young and inexperienced. He believed that if he did 
all in his power to save his people, that God would some- 
how come to his aid. But to persuade the queen to use her 
influence was no easy task for she feared to go before 
the king without being called, which was against the law. 
Esther reminded her foster-father of that law and de- 
murred at the thought of even attempting to appear 
before the king. 

The answer of Mordecai is one of the most sublime 
sayings recorded in the Word: “For if thou altogether 
holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlarge- 
ment and deliverance arise to the Jews from another 
place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: 
and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” 

What eloquent words of faith and trust in the provi- 
dence of God! He as much as told her that if she would 
not do her duty, then the Jews would receive deliverance 
from another source. “‘And who knoweth whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” He 
believed the words of the Wise Man, uttered many 
years before, that “The king’s heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as_ the rivers of water: he turneth it whitherso- 
ever he will.”” He was doing all in his power to make it 
possible for deliverance to come through Esther’s influ- 
ence with the king. Through that channel could be seen 
the only ray of hope and light in the darkness that had 
gathered about them. 

Esther courageously rose to the occasion, and perform- 
ed her part well; but it must be remembered that all 
through her youthful years Mordecai sought to impress 
the precepts of God upon her mind; he had given her 
much wise counsel, and above all, the God-fearing exam- 
ple of his own life. If it had not been for such careful 
rearing, Esther in all probability would never have met 
the test. For it was Mordecai’s influence alone behind 
her acts which resulted in her name being emblazoned 
across the pages of Biblical history. 

Mordecai was a Jew by nationality, and he was also the 
kind of Jew that the Apostle Paul defines in Rom, 2:9: 
“.. «he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision 
is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God.” To become such 





a Jew should be the greatest ambition of our life. It 
means to become a new creature by cutting away or 
putting off “anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, 
seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 
and have put on the new man which is renewed in knowl- 
edge after the image of him that created him.” Put on 
therefore kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another. And above all these things put on charity, which 
is the bond of perfectness. 

If we do these things, we are Jews indeed, the kind of 
Jews that are well-pleasing to God. We shall then be 
walking in the footsteps of the Master and if true 
followers of His, shall be known as Christians in a true 
sense, 

King flesh dies hard, and if given half a chance, will 
persistently reign in our hearts and is ever ready to issue 
decrees to entice us to commit some kind of sin that 
pleases the “old man” well. 

There are great lessons to be learned from the story 
of Mordecai. Two outstanding traits in his character 
were faith and courage, and these qualities enabled him 
to press on in the face of overwhelming odds. 

When we become involved in what we consider a 
difficult situation, let us take heart and compare the in- 
significance of our trial with that of Mordecai. We must 
never be cowards nor ashamed of being what the inner 
type of Jew stands for in our meeting with the world, 
whether it be in dress, speech, or conforming with them 
in any way. We must be different, and act as becometh 
those professing godliness for therein lies the virtue to 
us. 

When asked to do what you know to be wrong, whether 
the temptation comes from without or within, have the 
courage to reply steadfastly as Mordecai, “I am a Jew,” 
or as applied in our day, a Christian. 


Life 2s an arrow--therefore we must know 
what mark to aim at, how to use the bow-- 
Then to draw it to a head and let it go. 
Many of us know what mark to aim at 
and how to use the bow. 

What we lack is the courage to draw it 
to a head and let it go. 





It’s easy to laugh when the battle’s fought and you 
know that the victory is won. But the hardest man in 


the world to beat is the one who can laugh in the face 
of defeat. 


Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be 
wise in thy latter end” (Proverbs 19:20). 


“Listen to counsel, and receive advice, that you may 
manage your life wisely,” is Moffatt’s rendering of this 
simple yet sublime maxim. Simple that is, to read, but 
not nearly so simple and easy to put into practice, which 
after all, is what counts. Human nature being what it 
is, the commodity which all are eager to give away (law- 
yers and physicians excepted), and yet are equally reluct- 
ant to receive, is advice. 

Quite naturally, when we are well we all give good ad- 
vice to the sick, so to speak, and are prone to feel affront- 
ed if it is not followed, forgetting our own attitude toward 
the counsel of others. We can see so clearly what our 
neighbor stubbornly refuses to recognize in connection 
with his own affairs, and wonder that he could be so 
blind. We know, of course, that ‘easy to say is hard to do” 
and that “if to do were as easy as to know what were 
good to do, chapels had been churches and poor men’s 
cottages princes’ palaces.” Still, we are sure we could 
handle the matter in question better than our neighbor 
is doing, and wonder that he will not be helped. 

This may seem the attitude of a busybody or a conceited 
person, but in all probability it is largely correct; we can 
in many cases see what he fails to perceive. The other 
half of the picture, which is not so flattering to our ego, 
is that our neighbor could probably help us with many of 
our problems no less than we could assist him. The de- 
tached viewpoint, while prone to overlook vital circum- 
stances, is more likely to be basically correct than that 
warped by self-interest, habitual thought pattern, or the 
desire to maintain credit. The picture can best be seen 
from a distance. 

We will find this principle of counsel and mutual criti- 
cism woven as a principal strand throughout the entire 
fabric of Christian life. An eternal, immutable fact is 
plainly stated by the Prophet Jeremiah (10:23): “O 
Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself; it 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” It is true 
that we must judge ourselves first of all, but this can only 
be done by seeing self through the eyes of others. To this 
agree al] the other Scriptures, unanimously. Many exam- 
ples are cited of men who followed advice, no matter how 
distasteful, and prospered. 

On the other hand we have such men as King Asa, 
who, when rebuked by a Prophet of the Lord for his 
errors, ‘““was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison 
house; for he was in a rage with him because of this thing” 
(II Chron. 16:10). He had many good qualities, but he 
would not hear counsel nor receive instruction. God has 
no use for such men. Farther back, Rehoboam rejects the 
sage advice of the nation’s elders in favor of the head- 
strong advice of his familiars, and loses four-fifths of his 
kingdom. His friends told him what he wanted to hear, 
and his ego was saved, but that was all. (There is good 


advice and bad advice, and the good seems to be, in all 
ages, more unpopular than the bad, if we may judge by 
results). 

The writings of his father, Solomon, are richly jeweled 
with maxims in praise of good counsel. “Where no coun- 
sel is, the people fall; but in the multitude of counsellors 
there is safety’; “every purpose is established with coun- 
sel, and with good advice make war”; “he that heark- 
eneth unto counsel is wise”; “with the well-advised is 
wisdom.” This is that same Solomon who wrote, “Better 
is a poor and wise child than an old and foolish king, who 
will no more be admonished.” Solomon was a good 
preacher, all right, but he proved to be lamentably weak 
on practice, and died a fool, eternally lost, because he 
counselled with his own flesh instead of with the Lord. 

“The things written aforetime were written for our 
learning,” says Paul (Rom. 15: 4). Let us learn by their 
experience, their successes and failures, to seek the coun- 
sel of the Lord from His Word and those competent to 
expound it, and then follow it to the letter. 

“For none of us liveth unto himself, and no man dieth 
unto himself” (Rom. 14:7). Salvation is an individual, 
personal matter, but life and the training for that salva- 
tion is a co-operative adventure. We are inextricably 
involved with humanity, and it is impossible, either in or 
out of Christ, for any man to completely live his own 
life as he chooses. The Christian should have no desire 
to do so. No man can be saved who follows his own head, 
for it is sure to lead him wrong; and unless his mistakes 
are pointed out to him by others who have the detached 
viewpoint, he will never recognize and correct them. This 
makes it necessary for us to associate ourselves as much 
as possible. The Church of Jesus Christ is no place for the 
unsocial, the hermit, the “lone wolf,’ the incurable indi- 
vidualist. Jesus termed His faithful followers His 
“sheep,” a species which is never solitary. 

“Many receive advice, only the wise profit by it,” says 
an old Roman proverb. This is exactly what Jesus meant 
when He said, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if 
ye do them.” Good advice not heeded is wasted, and we 
might as well not ask counsel as to disregard it if it fails 
to agree with our own ideas. 

It is, of course, at the “latter end” that the wisdom of 
following sound advice will be fully apparent. While 
many of the commandments of God would make any man 
a happier and better citizen and should be kept even if 
there were no other reward, there are other Divine laws 
which are so in opposition to the natural mind that they 
cannot be received without the incentive of an eternal 
prize. Even Jesus, “for the joy that was set before him, 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12: 2); and 
the apostle Paul pressed toward the mark “for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14). 


Jesus said, “I will give unto Him that is athirst of the 
fountain of the water of life freely,” and by constant medi- 
tation, we can always be drinking of these “Waters of Shiloh,” 
through all the hours of each busy day. 








Your Questions Answered y 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MEssAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Correction 


In our last issue (May 30), Rom. 8: 6 was insufficient- 
ly quoted in Question, “Who are saved from the destruc- 
tion of Almighty God?” It should be: “For to be carnally 
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.” 


Why were the Israelites commanded to sprinkle blood on 
their doorposts the night before their exodus from Egypt? 


It was a sign that the destroying Angel, as he hastened 
through that land to destroy their firstborn would pass 
by their homes. That was the type (Heb. 10:1). In the 
antitype the blood of the everlasting covenant must be 
displayed by us by our death to sin, that we may be 
spared when God’s future judgments remove two-thirds 
of earth’s inhabitants (the number who refuse to submit) 
as He cleanses the earth from wickedness (Zech. 13: 8). 


What commandments are we to obey, the commandments 
of God or of our nation? 


We must obey both, insofar as it is possible. A man 
might be a good citizen without being a Christian, but he 
could scarcely be a Christian without being a good citi- 
zen; for a Christian must obey the powers that be (Rom. 
13: 1—4), must be honest, upright, and work for the 
good of others. Our first and foremost duty is to serve 
God; so if the law of the land conflicts with the law of 
God, then we must obey God and take the penalty for not 
obeying man. 

Jesus answered the question in Matt. 22: 21: “Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and 
unto God the things which are God’s.” 


By what man did sin enter into the world and consequently 
death? 


The verse referred to is Rom. 5:12. The last phrase 
qualifies what man it is when it says “for that all have 
sinned,” proving it to be the one unfaithful man. Not 
because one man sinned but because all have sinned, 
making them responsible for their own death. Many times 
in the Bible the people who have come into covenant with 
God are divided into two classes or collective men. For 
example: the faithful and unfaithful servants; the 
“Ephraim” that sinned “more and more” (Hos. 13:1, 2), 
and the Ephraim that says: “What have I to do any more 
with idols?” (Hos. 14:8). This unfaithful man is some- 
times called the “old man.” Jesus speaks of this man in 
His Parable of the wedding feast, Matt. 22: 2—13. The 
king saw there “a man” who did not have on a wedding 
garment. He did not refer to a single individual, but the 
unfaithful collectively. 

Those who have sinned without coming under law will 
perish without coming to judgment. The death spoken of 
is not natural but penal, a death because of judgment, 
the “wages of sin” (Rom, 6: 23, Rev. 21:8). It could not 
be natural death because the most righteous have died 
as the result of mortality, and natural death was in the 
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world millions of years before the man Adam was placed 
on probation. Furthermore not one of the unfaithful will 
die this “second death” until after judgment. 


Why did the early church have all things in common? 


The Jerusalem Church did pool its funds at the com- 
mand of the Holy Spirit because there was a great work 
to be carried on, the gospel was to be preached to the then 
known world before the end of the Jewish Age (Matt. 
28: 20, Mark 16: 20, Col. 1: 23). It was a present truth 
for that age. There is no such command recorded for 
preceding or following generations. It would be difficult 
to operate such a plan without the aid of the Holy Spirit 
power such as Peter and the other apostles had. They 
could detect fraud in the pooling of the wealth; as in the 
case of Ananias and Sapphira; and the Holy Spirit 
guided them in making a just distribution of the money 
to each according to his need. 

The length of time this community of goods lasted is 
not recorded, but Paul’s condemnation of the procedure 
of brother going to law with brother, I Cor. 6: 1—7, 
seems to presuppose the holding of private property. 


What do the three measures of meal in which the leaven 
worked, signify? (Luke 13: 21). 


The leaven represents the truth of God. The previous 
verse describes it as an ingredient of the Kingdom which 
works in the hearts of men until all is leavened, their 
interests all centered on God and doing His will. And 
more, it is destined to work until ultimately all of earth’s 
inhabitants will be influenced by it, all shall know the 
Lord from the least to the greatest (Jer. 31: 34). 

The three measures in which it works could indicate 
three epochs of time in which God’s truth is at work. 
Three such epochs are revealed in Scriptural teaching: 
First, from the time Adam was called into the garden of 
the Lord to bear the fruits of righteousness until the 
saints were worn out and the apostasy set in (Dan. 7: 
25) ; second, from the close of the apostasy by the sound- 
ing of the “midnight cry,” prepare to meet the Lord 
(Matt. 25: 6), until the Lord’s second coming; third with 
the return of Christ a new era is ushered in, the Holy 
Spirit is renewed, a world-wide missionary campaign is 
inaugurated; and with God’s judgments in the land the 
“inhabitants will learn righteousness.” Then the truth 
continues to work through the thousand years or Millen- 
nial Day, until every one who will do God’s will shall 


have had the opportunity, and God’s kingdom is fully 
established. 


Was there a literal garden of Eden? 


No, though men have sought to find a literal garden 
wherein grows a literal tree of life they have never 
succeeded. The Apostle Paul gives a comprehensive rule 
for understanding about this garden of God in I Cor. 2: 
13, we are to “compare spiritual things with spiritual.” 
Briefly it is the same garden spoken of by the Prophet 
Isaiah 5: 1—7 where grow “men” as “pleasant plants,” 
or “trees of righteousness,” bearing the lovely fruits 
of the spirit (Isa. 61:3, Gal. 5:22, 23). Where God’s 
Word is the light (Ps.119: 130) and Wisdom is the tree 
of life (Prov. 3: 18, 18). 
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The Lord’s Leading 


Thus far the Lord hath led us, in darkness and in day, 
Through all the varied stages of the narrow homeward way; 
Long since He took that journey—He trod that path alone; 
Its trials and its dangers full well Himself hath known. 


Thus far the Lord hath led us; the promise hath not failed; 

The enemy, encountered oft, has never quite prevailed; 

The shield of faith has turned aside, or quenched each fiery dart, 
The Spirit’s sword in weakest hands has forced him to depart. 


Thus far the Lord hath led us; the waters have been high, 
But yet in passing through them we felt that He was nigh. 
A very present helper in trouble we have found, 

His comforts most abounded when our sorrows did abound. 


Thus far the Lord hath led us; our need hath been supplied, 
And mercy hath encompassed us about on every side; 

Still falls the daily manna; the pure rock-fountains flow; 
And many flowers of love and hope along the wayside grow. 


Thus far the Lord hath led us, and will He now forsake 

The feeble ones whom for His own it pleases Him to take? 

Oh, never, never! earthly friends may cold and faithless prove, 
But His is changeless pity and everlasting love. 


Calmly we look behind us, our joys and sorrows past, 
We know that all is mercy now, and shall be well at last; 
Calmly we look before us; we fear no future ill, 

Enough for safety and for peace, if Thou art with us still. 


Yes, they that know Thy name, Lord, shall put their trust in Thee, 

While nothing in themselves but sin and helplessness they see. 

The race Thou hast appointed us with patience we can run, 

Thou wilt perform unto the end the work Thou hast begun. 
—Selected. 








